
Volunteer Opportunity Description:  Interpreters 
 
Description/Purpose 
 
Throughout the year, we host individuals and groups from all over the world. We’re looking to build a 
team of interpreters who might be available to help make folks feel at home and enjoy the full Arboretum 
experience. Some of the many examples of languages that may be helpful here: ASL, Spanish, Lakota, 
Ojibwe, French, Hindi, Bengali, Telugu, Somali, Arabic, Oromo, Amharic, Italian, Swahili, German, 
Russian, Polish, Czech, Norwegian, Swedish….the list goes on and on. What is your special talent? 
 
Responsibilities/Tasks 
 
Be willing to accompany staff on tours, in the classroom, and one on one when necessary. For those who 
are fluent in American Sign Language, attendance at events such as plays, performances, and guest 
speakers would be appreciated. 
 
Required Skills 
 
Please be fluent and able to display proficiency in any language to which you’d like to translate. Enjoy 
working with the public and be open to new experiences. 
 
Time Commitment and Schedule Details 
 
There is no immediate need for this position. We are hoping to establish a list of interpreters, their 
availability and preferences, and to keep it on hand as we establish future programming. There have been 
times just this past summer when this kind of assistance would have been useful. A roster of volunteers 
will be available for all department heads and likely most heavily used by Education, Membership, 
Visitor Services, and Development. 
 
Benefits/Impact 
 
You can practice your skills among native speakers with the added benefit of making folks feel welcome 
and at home at the Arboretum. If we facilitate group meet ups, your input will be valuable. 
 
Work Environment:  

x Indoors  Lifting 
x Outdoors (garden tours) x Working individually 
 Sitting x Working with children 
x Standing x Working as part of a team 
x Walking   

 
How to Apply for this Opportunity 
All eligible volunteers must have completed and be up to date on their background check, safety 
of minors training module, and have a signed Volunteer Agreement and Release on file with the 
Volunteer Center.  If you are eligible for this opportunity, please contact the Volunteer Center. 
If you’d like to find out more about becoming a volunteer, please click HERE. 
 
Staff Supervisor & Contact Information 
 
Volunteer Center volopp@umn.edu or 612 301-1738 

http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/how_to_volunteer.aspx
mailto:volopp@umn.edu


 


